Chomsky: Language Acquisition Device

Noam Chomsky’s work discusses the biological basis for language and claims that children
have innate abilities to learn language. Chomsky terms this innate ability the “language
acquisition device.” He believes children instinctively learn language without any formal
instruction. He also believes children have a natural need to use language, and that in the
absence of formal language children will develop a system of communication to meet their
needs. He has observed that all children make the same type of language errors, regardless
of the language they are taught. Chomsky also believes in the existence of a “universal
grammar,” which posits that there are certain grammatical rules all human languages share.
However, his research does not identify areas of the brain or a genetic basis that enables
humans’ innate ability for language.

Piaget: Assimilation and Accommodation

Jean Piaget’s theory of language development suggests that children use both assimilation
and accommodation to learn language. Assimilation is the process of changing one’s
environment to place information into an already-existing schema (or idea). Accommodation
is the process of changing one’s schema to adapt to the new environment. Piaget believed
children need to first develop mentally before language acquisition can occur. According to
him, children first create mental structures within the mind (schemas) and from these
schemas, language development happens.



